MINI-GRANT APPLICATION: 2026-2027 ACADEMIC YEAR

Classroom mini-grants of up to $750 per teacher/team will be awarded in September 2026.
All mini-grant materials must complement the curriculum and actively involve students enrolled
in accredited public schools in Community Unit School District #7 of Macoupin County, Illinois.

Applications, signed by your principal, will be PICKED UP AT YOUR PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE
3:30 p.m. on WEDNESDAY, September 9, 2026 and will be awarded during the weeks following.

Projects which encourage critical thinking, creativity, problem solving, and life skills are
desired. Projects which involve team teaching and/or interdisciplinary activities are
encouraged. No individual classroom mini-grants will be given for textbooks or
equipment/furniture. Nancy Grandone will be the contact person for any grant related
questions. Contact information is 217-556-9393.

Acceptance of each mini-grant commits the recipient(s) to the following:

1. The money will be deposited in the schools’ activity funds. It must be used for the designated
purpose within the 2026-2027 academic year. If there are UNEXPENDED FUNDS, THEY
MUST BE REPORTED and RETURNED to the Partnership at the end of the 2026-2027
academic year.

2. For team projects teachers must designate a PROJECT DIRECTOR who will be
responsible for meeting Partnership requirements.

3. The teacher/project director must photocopy the receipts and/or paid invoices to be given to the
Partnership and have the originals on file at the school. This is the responsibility of the
teacher/project director, not the school secretary. All receipts and/or paid invoices are due
Friday, April 30, 2027 and will be picked up at 3:30 your school office.

4. Also the PARTNERSHIP EVALUATION FORM is due by Friday, April 30, 2027. Please
complete this form to your office secretary or on-line and email to mary.griffel77@gmail.com. The
Partnership encourages inclusion of student evaluations and photographs of the projects to share
in the media.

5. Send pictures/video of how the grant was used. Please send to mary.griffel77(@gmail.com .

6. FAILURE TO SUBMIT RECEIPTS AND EVALUATIONS BY FRIDAY, April 30,
2027 DEADLINE MAKE THE TEACHER/PROJECT DIRECTOR AND HIS OR HER
TEAM INELIGIBLE FOR MINI-GRANTS DURING THE NEXT ACADEMIC
YEAR.


mailto:mary.griffel77@gmail.com

APPLICATION

Applications signed by your principal will be picked up at your principal’s office
at 3:30 p.m. on Wednesday, September 9, 2026.

Name of teacher(s) Email
School name Grade level Number of students to benefit
Project title

In YOUR OWN WORDS please describe how the project will improve the quality of instruction or
encourage academic achievement.

DESCRIPTION:

MATERIALS: Sufficient detail/explanation should be provided so a person unfamiliar with the project

can understand your request and all its component pieces. Items should be priced separately; include shipping and
handling charges (if needed); your order must be totaled to be considered.

Materials/Cost per item:

Total Cost: $

I have read, understand, and agree to the terms of The Partnership Classroom Mini-grant Program on page 1.

Signature of Project Director Date

Signature of Principal Date
Please retain a copy of this application for your records.




MINI-GRANT EVALUATION FORM 2026-2027 ACADEMIC YEAR

Teacher Name: Email:

Project Title:

Amount of Funds Granted $ Amount of Funds Expended

The Partnership is grateful that you applied and were awarded a mini-grant. Every new venture is a
learning experience. It is possible not all innovative projects will reap hoped results; however, consider
this form as a time for reflection and summary.

1. Before forming final conclusions, it might be helpful to discuss this project with your students. Third
grade through high school students may want to write a summary of their own thoughts concerning
their participation. Younger students may suggest what worked or was not helpful for them. Please
include any thoughts, pictures, or comments from the students.

2. Did this project accomplish what you had expected? Please rate.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
No Somewhat Yes Exceeded

Please explain your rating using examples.

3. What suggestions would you recommend for this project in the future?

Quality of materials? Appropriate to curriculum? Student response/success?
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